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~_Ponds And Why We Need Them

By David Kramer, PE. il

Q: What are | ponds. Removal of exot- |
stormwater ponds | ic, nuisance and excess
and why do we need vegetation is allowed. |
them? Just make sure to con-

A: A stormwater sult your association or
pond is designed to -CDD and the District
collect and manage | before removing any sig-
runoff from rainwater. | nificant amount of vege- |

When rainwater lands
on rooftops, parking
lots, streets, drive-
ways and other hard

tation. The District rec-
1| ommends selective
maintenance and

e 3 removal by hand rather
surfaces, the rainfall David Kramer, ERP Evaluation  than mass removal of
that doesn't soak into #:t’éfgﬁg ,’;‘;;g&‘é%’;"’ggtﬂg’ j.gz native wetland vegeta-
the ground (stormwa-  professional engineer and has  tion that becomes estab-
ter runoff) flows into - served as the engineering manager lished in a stormwater

. of the Environmental Resource P
your nelghbomood Permit (ERP) Evaluation Section pond. The District dc.)es
stormwater pond since 2006. not recommend cutting,

through grates, pipes, shallow swales or mowing, using herbicides or introducing
ditches. Stormwater ponds are required grass carp to remove native vegetation.
for most new development (since the Use only herbicides labeled for aquatic
11980s) and are specifically designedto  use, otherwise it may harm fish and other
help prevent flooding and remove pollu- aquiatic life, and it is prohibited by state
tants from the water. Withoutthese ~ and federal law. g
’* tormwater wo tan Q: Is it OK to use stormwater ponds
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